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The recent experiments on Compton scattering using a new experimental technique [1] gave rise to a new
wave of interest in this old effect discovered 100 years ago. To describe the process of Compton decay of
positronium we use the nonrelativistic A2 approximation.
We study the Compton single ionization of positronium in comparison with the same of hydrogen [2]. The
initial photon energy of a few keV allows one to apply the non-relativistic approach. Interesting differences
in the behavior of various differential cross sections of the process are observed. In particular, the conditions
were found, under which the electron and positron move parallel to each other with equal velocities, which
leads to a series of resonances (see Fig.1). This suggests that the probability of annihilation is suppressed in
this continuum state, and it is likely to be a long-lived one, especially in the presence of external electric and
magnetic fields.

Fig. 1. FDCS (atomic units) of Compton positronium decay versus the energy Ee(eV) of the emitted electron
and the photon scattering angle θ. The photon energy is ω = 5 keV
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